Ouse Angling Preservation Society

RULES, INFORMATION & GUIDE TO WATERS

In recent years some situations have arisen where the Society could have passed information on to
permit holders quickly if they had the hol derbés email

If you are a permit holder you can email the Society at permitholder@ouseaps.co.uk and your email
address will be added to our list of contacts in case we need to send out any urgent information.
When emailing please include your name, plus your permit number and the name of the outlet you
bought it from so we can confirm that you are a permit holder.

Please note: Your address will only be used for the Society to contact you and will not be passed on
to any third parties. Your email address can be removed from our list of contacts at any time all you
need do is email a request to remove it.

General rules
1. The purchase of an Ouse Angling Preservation Society (OAPS) annual or winter permit
constitutes a contract to observe the Societybds r
2. Annual Permits

Anglers must have the appropriate OAPS annual or winter permit and an Environment Agency
rod licence in their possession before fishing i see rule 4 (below) if under 14 years of age.

A valid Salmon & Migratory Trout licence is required to fish for Sea Trout.

3. Guest permits
a) Adult, senior and winter permit holders may buy up to two guest permits per day at a
cost of £7.50 for adults and £3.75 for under 19s.

b) Guest permits must be purchased in advance of fishing from either the OAPS Head
Bailiff or Permit Secretary.

c) Guest(s) must be accompanied at all times by the permit holder.
d) The permit holder will be held responsible for the actions of their guest(s) and should
ensure that the Societyds rules are not broken.
4. Anglers under the age of 14 years may fish our waters free, provided they are accompanied at
all times by an adult, senior or winter permit holder or an adult day ticket holder.
Please note that a valid Environment Agency rod licence must be carried by all anglers aged
12 years and over.
5. Parking
a) Parking permits must be displayed at Culver and Cowlease farms, and all Hamsey car
parks. Parking permits must also be displayed at the Anchor Inn overflow car park - this

is in the field on the left hand (northern) side of the road just before the Anchor Inn
forecourt. DO NOT park on the pub forecourt or in the car park opposite the pub.

b) Parking is NOT allowed on the old Toll Road that runs past the Mill Pool and sluice
gates at Barcombe Mill s. Pl ease use either the
c) Overnight parking is allowed ONLYat t he Soci etyds car park at B
ONLY for Sea Trout permit holders in possession of a Pool Permit covering the period
when parked i overnight parkingisNOTal | owed at any of the Societ:

6. Cars must NOT be left in front of any gateway or left where they could block any other access.

7. The foll owing are not all owed on the Societyds wa
a) Fires
b) Radios
c) Dogs
d) Litter

8. The Society requires all anglers on its waters to abide by both the Environment Agency
National and Southern Region Fishery Byelaws

9. The Society reserves the right to refuse, cancel or withdraw any permit at the discretion of the
Committee.

10. Permits are not transferable.
Rules i Fishing
1. Coarse fishing is not permitted in the Mill Pool and surrounding streams i the area within the
circuit of roads formed by the Barcombe Mills Road and the Old Toll Road i under any




circumstances during the months of May through to October (signs are in place at several
locations in the area.)

During this period this area is ONLY available to Sea Trout Annual Permit holders who are
also in possession of a Pool Permit valid for the day they are fishing.

ANY breach of this rule is considered very serious and will be dealt with accordingly.

Please Note: Coarse fishing IS permitted here (after the Sea Trout fishing season ends on 31
October) starting on 01 November until, and including, the following 14 March.

2. As part of the agreement for the Society acquire the fishing rights, there are limits to the
numbers of anglers who can fishinacoupleof areas at Barcombe Mill sé

a) Thefield(mar k e dcield A0 ion t he ma o the soutlpohBarcombe
reservoir (bordering the main river from the reservoir, south to where it joins the
Andrewds Cut, toget helre wWAndcr e@vées n@utt)h: bank of t
A maximum of 12 anglers to be fishing at any one time.

b) Thetwo fields(mar k e drield BO fiaRielddd on t he magpeparatedlyage 9)
adrainandbounded to the north by the Andrewds Cut
firstgateand t o the south and eaasstf abby asn Pri kweds Btrri aq
Toll Road):

A maximum of 6 anglers to be fishing at any one time

If either of these maximums have been reached before you arrive, do not fish
these areas until numbers allow.
3. No fishing is allowed between one hour after sunset and one hour before sunrise, except at
the Mill Pool when fishing for Sea Trout on a Pool Permit.
4. The following are not permitted on the Societyobs
a) Fishing with more than two rods at any one time
b) Livebaiting
¢c) 6Snatching6 +abkngoffise)r at e f oul
d) Fishing from boats
Rules i Fish
1. Sea Trout: Any angler who catches a Sea Trout or Smolt, including accidental capture by
Coarse anglers, must complete the Sea Trout Catch Returns form at the end of this
information pack to provide our Head Bailiff, Jim Smith, with the following informationé
Length and weight of fish, place and date of capture, method used (lure, fly, bait).

Additional rules covering capture by Sea Trout anglers are set out in the supplementary
Sea Trout information pack issued with the Sea Trout Annual Permit.

2. All native coarse fish species (including pike) must be returned to the water alive i see rule 4.

(below) concerning non-native species.
3. Pike: Anglers either fishing for, or using a fishing method likely to catch pike, must use a

hooktrace material that will prevent line being bitten through. Leaving hooks or lures in pike

can prove fatal.

Speci fic guidance can be found in é6Gener al I nform
4. Section 9 of The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 identifies a number of non-native species

that it is illegal to return to the water if captured.

Of these species, Pumpkinseed, Catfish and Signal Crayfish are known to be in the Sussex
Ouse and tributaries and should not be returned to the water if captured.
The full l'i st can be f owwwduseaps.co.uke Soci etyods websi

Rules i Tackle
1. The foll owing items of fishing tackle are not al/l

a) Barbed hooks: In the case of artificial lures and spinners, either replace any barbed
hooks with barbless ones OR squeeze the barb down to render the hook barbless.

b) Lead weights: See the Environment Agency National Fishery Byelaws for details of the
ban on using lead weights.

c) Gaffs: See the Environment Agency National Fishery Byelaws for details of the ban on
using gaffs.

2. Keepnets, Keepsacks and Landing Nets
a) These must all comply with the current Environment Agency National Fishery Byelaws

b) Environment Agency National Fishery Byelaws ban the keeping of more than one fish in
a single keepsack.



General information

1. Closed Seasons:

Rivers Coarse Fish ~ March 15" i June 15" inc.
Sea Trout November 1% April 30" inc.
No bait fishing is permitted on rivers during the
coarse fishing closed season

Stillwaters (C&DAS)
Piltdown Pond Coarse Fish No Closed Season
All other lakes Coarse Fish ~ March 15™ i May 31% inc.

Ouse Angling Preservation Society and Copthorne and District Angling Society
(C&DAS) have a water sharing agreement. OAPS annual permits are valid on C&DAS
waters and C&DAS Members are permitted to fish OAPS waters.

Pike
The Sussex Ouse contains a substantial pike population with many weighing 20Ib+ and some

in excess of 30lb. Contrary to its appearance, the pike is not the most robust of fish and can
be damaged if not fished for and/or handled correctly.

It is essential that, if you are fishing using a method likely to hook pike or are actually fishing
for them, the tackle you use gives you the best chance of landing your fish.

Anglers fishing specifically for pike should ensure that they use specialist pike fishing tackle
which will handle the size of fish they are likely to encounter and, most importantly, anglers
fishing for pike should, at all times, use some form of modern wire (or other) trace to prevent
line being bitten through and leaving hooks or lures in fish. If this happens, it can prove fatal
to pike.

Modern trace material such as Drennan Soft Strand can easily be knotted and made into
short traces which, while protecting pike, are very unobtrusive and do not affect the action of
even the smallest lures. Society Committee members have used such traces and found they
have no adverse effect on either catch rate or lure action.

Once a pike has been hooked, it needs to be landed as quickly as possible, then handled
with care and confidence during unhooking to minimize any stress before being returned to
the water with the minimum of delay.

There are resources on the internet and many books available on the subject of pike fishing.
Pike anglers, particularly those with limited experience, are advised to familiarize themselves
with all aspects of this branch of our sport when targeting this fish. The website of The Pike
Anglers Club of Great Britain, is a good starting point and can be found by following the

6Angling Linksd menu www.otsbtaps.c&ukx. eYywdl Iwefhisnd ea (I o

here, both written and on video, on appropriate tackle, fish handling and fishing methods.
All anglers must read the health and safety warnings on page 7

The combination number for ALL of the Societyds p

permit and on the back of your permit for ALL of the C&DAS padlocks.
Anglers are reminded to close/re-lock all gates after gaining access

Adul't and senior permit holders are requested

rules to the Head Bailiff or Hon. Secretary.

Anglers must exercise reasonable care with regard to their own safety and that of others.
Please advise the Hon.Secretary (or if unobtainable, the Head Bailiff) of any hazards you may
encounter when fishing which could lead to a claim being made against our liability insurance

Permit holders are expected to behave in a sportsmanlike manner at all times and to observe
the Country Code - you will be held responsible for any loss or damage you cause.

GUIDE TO WATERS

River Ouse i The tidal river between Barcombe Mills and Hamsey.

The west bank of the river north from a point approximately 150 yards below the upstream end of

Hamsey Cut (marked by a fence) to the Barcombe Mills road bridge. Also on Hamsey Island at

Hamsey weir, and on the east bank of Hamsey

where the Cut rejoins the main river.

Signs mark the limits of our waters and our map shows the location of the following car parking and

access points.

Car Parking & Access at Hamsey (main river.)
The Society has one car parking area with access through a padlocked gate (identified by the
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Soci etyods si gnthenorthérmside df Wihitieelel haneo n

There ar e t wo TPphafirdtisanghe right,guaténgide the gate, for permit holders who

would prefer not to take their cars along the access track. The second is through another gate to the

leftattheend of the track (on the old railway trackbed) an
signs. This must be closed and locked after entry and exit at all times. Anglers MUST NOT drive up

to, or along the river.

Car Parking & access at Hamsey Island.

There are two car parking areas on the island. The first, or lower car park is through the gate on the
right, just over the bridge to the island. The second, or upper car park is on the track of the old railway
line to the right on the road up to the church.

Please be aware that there could be livestock loose in parking areas, which could cause damage to
their vehicles AND take note of the following if you

1. If the gate you are using has two padlocks onit, pleaseensur e t hat you secure t
padlock (marked with fluorescent paint) to the chain so that either padlock can still be used
to gain access.

2. The gate to the field leading to Hamsey weir is padlocked. Please note that under NO
circumstances are you allowed park in this field.

3. The notice by the padIlPoivateéahd. g\Neot ep,u bwhiicc hr isgthatt eosf fiw :
not apply to permit holders.

4. Do NOT park by the Church or the house opposite it.

Car Parking & access at Cowlease Farm.

Follow the concrete track and continue through the farmyard to reach the signposted parking area at
the end of the farm buildings. Walk ahead down the track to the stile by the river.

Car Parking & access at Culver Farm.

There is a parking area (signed) on the right side of the track just over the old Railway Bridge; there is
also a signed parking area on the right before reaching the bridge. Cars may be parked on the grass
verge or on the hard standing if the track to the bridge is too muddy but do not obstruct the tractors etc
which are also parked here.

There are three recommended routes to the river from Culver and they are signposted:

1) Continue forward over the bridge and at the corner of the second field (by the signposts) turn right
along the edge of the field to the stile near the pillbox.

2) As above but on reaching the signposts follow the left edge of the field to the copse and then bear
left to the stile at the end.

3) If parked on the bridge, walk back towards the farm buildings and take the track off to the right to
join the old railway line. Turn right under the bridge and continue until you reach a signposted
track on the left, which leads to a stile by the river.

If growing crops impede access to any of these routes at Cowlease or Culver farms then use
your discretion as to how you reach the river but do not, under any circumstances, damage
those crops.

Car Parking & access at Barcombe Mills.

Through the gate next to the Societyds sign at Statio
bridge.) Cars should be left in either the public car park or the Society's car park and NOT on the slip
road in front of the houses opposite or blocking the gateway to Station field.

River Ouse - The Barcombe Mills Pool and surrounding streams.

This area comprises the pools, rivers and streams bounded to the south by the main Barcombe Mills
road and to the north by the old toll road and is reserved from 1* May to 31* October inclusive for the
sole use of Sea Trout annual permit holders and their guests who are in possession of valid Pool
Permits.

Coarse Fishing is available here from November 1% until March 14" to Coarse annual permit holders,
without reservation and at no additional charge. This permission may be withdrawn temporarily at the
discretion of the Head Bailiff if there are numbers of Sea Trout awaiting suitable conditions to run up-
stream.

Car Parking.
Parking is NOT allowed on the old Toll Road that runs past the Mill Pool and sluice gates at Barcombe
Mi I | s. Pl ease use either tdcarp®koci etyods car park, or t

River Ouse i Above Barcombe Mills.

West bank i From the northern boundary of Barcombe House to the fence upstream of the field north
of the mouth of the Bevern Stream.



East bank i The main river upstream of the Mills as far as the boundary of the reservoir at the end of

the first field over the bridge crossing the Andrew& Cut.

Fishing is also available on the west bank of Andrew& Stream upstream of P i k eridige ( tBe first

bridge on the Old Toll Road) to Andrew's Weir; and both banks of Andrews Cut.

Car Parking & access.
For the east bank park in
Ouse Valley Way footpath.

t he
ORad thle

Societyébs
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west bank (see below). Access to the west bank is along the farm track from either end, then over or

through the gates either side of the Bevern Stream.

The Bevern Stream.

West on both banks from the confluence with the Ouse to the old railway bridge, then the north bank

westwards from the old railway bridge to the boundary of the first field upstream of Clappers Bridge at

Barcombe Cross.

Most of the fishing here will require a fairly long walk from the car parking areas shown below

Car parking & access to the Bevern Stream
Useether the Societyds car
the Bevern Stream downstream of the old railway bridge.
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For the Bevern Stream upstream of the old railway bridge, park at Barcombe Mills, walk along the
road as far as the old railway station then north along the old trackbed. Just before bridge over the
Bevern Stream you should see a footpath off to the left which crosses to the north bank.

For the Bevern Stream at Red Bridge, park on the verge before you get to the Village sign on the

outskirts of Barcombe. Access is through the gate with the village hall message on the northern side of
the road then downhill past the farm reservoir and cross over the bridge.

For the Bevern Stream at Clappers Bridge park at Barcombe Cross and walk down School Hill on the
Newi ck road before crossing

River Ousei Br own6s. Far m

The west bank of the river below the Anchor weir and sluice gates(opposi t e
fishing), as far as the point where the river splits, plus the bank on the island created by the split in the

t he

stream at
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river to the point where it rejoins near the footbridge - there is NO fishing allowed in the old mill race by

the house.

This fishing is indicated by the dotted line on the map below and is shared with anglers who

buy day tickets at the farm.

NB. Please be aware that the farmer keeps the land here primarily as hay meadows - keep to public
footpaths and river banks, DO NOT cross the fields directly to your chosen swim until the hay has

been cut and collected i and if in doubt, assume
that cutting has NOT taken place.

are goir

The Anchor Inn %@‘ Car parking & accesstoBr ownés Far m
Q443160, : _ ) ) )
£ ) Thereis car parkingat Br o wna@cessiBlear m
2 via the farm track that you walk along to access
N the lower Bevern Stream.
(\D m/ At Barcombe Mills, leave the main road near the
Brown's Farm . road bridge as if you
(TQ439157) P park. Go past the car park, bear left (where right
S, ' ot would take you towards the Mill Pool), then right -
<, you should find a gate in front of you after a few
\»\ 06%% Anchor Weir yards.

eV (TQu42159)

Go through the gate and follow the track to the

\“ﬂ-\ farm, where you should park off the right hand
side of the access road, next to the river (see
map).

) DO NOT PARK ANYWHERE ON THE ACCESS
ROAD.
Barcombe Mills
Raol {Toes2140), As with all of our <car

g~ footbridge
M

.“'-\, <
L3
?"r,".,r-/

) "~ ~——— Andrews Stream

PARKING STICKERS MUST BE DISPLAYED
HERE AT ALL TIMES.

par kseé



Car parking is also available at the AnchorWeiri see t he direct i on$The &nchorw
Weir and sluice gateso) for the fishing below
Mills.

If you decide to park at the Mills, either follow the Ouse Valley footpath along the river past the

reservoir and over the footbridge to access this fishing at its southern end or walk along the farm track
(as if going to the Bevern Stream) and then cross the river near the car park.

River Ouse i the Anchor Weir and sluice gates.

East bank 1 the first field downstream from Anchor bridge past the sluice gates to the field boundary
almost opposite the old oil mills.

Car Parking & Access at the Anchor Weir and sluice gates.

From Barcombe Cross, head north along the Newick road, over Clappers Bridge then take Boast Lane
on the right about 300 yards further on. Follow the road for a couple of miles before parking in the
Anchor Inn overflow car park - this is in the field on the left hand (northern) side of the road just before
the Anchor Inn forecourt.

This is the only parking available to anglers. DO NOT park on the Anchor Inn forecourt or in the
car park opposite the pub.

Access to the river is across the road bridge just past the pub, then into the field on your right through
the stile.
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NOTE: Map references in brackets.
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River Ouse showing waters controlled by Ouse Angling Preservation Society

Key to waters

1 l‘" Annual Permit : &" Day ticket waters (may also (P) Parking
|J ' holders only 5_5 : be fished by Annual Permit
holders)






