RULE BOOK

General rules
1. The Society shall be called “The Copthorne &


District Angling Society”

2. The objectives of the Society shall be to:

i]
provide for its members facilities for 


fresh water angling

ii]
promote fair angling & a spirit of good


sportsmanship amongst its members

iii]
honour & promote the countryside code


& the preservation of wildlife

iv]
protect & preserve angling facilities for our



future generations.

3. The business of the Society shall be managed


& conducted by an Executive committee.

4. The Executive committee (the Committee)

 
shall consist of the following officers: -


.
Chairman, Joint Secretaries (2), Competition


Secretary & 5 general Committee Members.

5. Fishery officers & Maintenance officers & 


Assistant Officers shall be appointed from 


within the committee

6. The non-executive Officers of the Society

     
shall be the President, the Vice-Presidents


& Water bailiffs.

7. Unless otherwise advised by the chairman, 


meetings of the Executive Committee will 


take place on the first Thursday in each month

at 7.30 pm at the Society’s Headquarters.

8. Any Executive Officer who is absent from 2


consecutive meetings without reasonable 


excuse & apologies shall be retired from the 


Committee & then rule 10 shall apply.

9. All officers of the Society shall be elected by 


the AGM & shall be honorary members 


during their period of office. All executive 


Officers shall have served a minimum of 2 


years as a senior member.

10. If an Officer retires during the year, the 


Committee may co-opt another senior


member to fill the vacancy until the next AGM

11. Unless otherwise advised, the AGM shall be


held at 3 pm on the second Sunday in April


each year at the Society’s headquarters.

12. On competition dates, members are reminded


that match venues noted on the Fixture list 


will  be closed to all but competition anglers.

13. The Committee shall have the power & 


authority to suspend or expel any member for 


misconduct or for breaking any Society rule.

14.
Fishery management including stocking & fish 


removal shall be the responsibility of the 


Committee.

15,
Notice boards: From time to time individual 


or temporary or fishery rules may be 


introduced by the Committee.


Please read the notice boards before fishing.

16. The Committee have the power & authority 


to deal with any issue not covered by the 


Society’s Rules.

17. A special general meeting may be called at


any time by the Chairman.

18.
Voting at any AGM or Special meeting shall


be on a simple majority basis. Only Senior 


members of 2 years standing may vote.

19. 
No alteration shall be made to the Society’s 


rules except by resolution passed at an AGM 


or Special meeting (as defined in rule 16)


provided proposals are with the Joint 


Secretary 30 days before such meeting.

20.
Senior Members may purchase a guest permit


for one guest per day providing such guest 


accompanies the Member. Permits must be 


purchased before fishing begins & they shall


expire at midnight on the date of issue. 


No guest permits allowed for competitions.

21.
Membership: The Society shall consist of 3 


types of Member: -


i]  Senior members (including OAP & Ladies)


ii]  Junior members (under 16 years)


(Note Junior members must be
accompanied by 

              a Senior member at all times).


iii] Honorary members.

22.
Membership Subscriptions & other Fees:

Membership subscriptions & other fees will 


be recommended by the Committee for


adoption at the AGM. Applications by post 


only & must include a sae.


Payment by cheque or Postal order only.

23.
Junior members reaching an age of 16 years 


on or before 16 June must take up Senior


membership.

24.
Each member, with the exception of Senior


citizens & the infirm are expected to attend at 


least one of the organised maintenance 


working parties each season. 


25.
Members when on the Society’s waters must 


always carry their Membership card & 


produce this on demand to any Officer or 


Senior member of the Society.

26. All Members must be in possession of a 


valid Environment Agency Rod licence 


if they wish to fish the Society’s waters.

27.
Members are requested to report details of 


notable catches, specimen fish, suspected 


pollution or fish diseases to the Committee.

28.
Access to the Society’s waters to be by main


entrances only. Members must keep strictly 


to the paths & pass to & from the waters in a 


quiet & unobtrusive manner. Motor vehicles 


& cycles must be parked only in the allotted 


place. All gates must be closed.

29.
Where waters have permanent pegs, fishing is 


only permitted from these areas.

30.
ALL fish must be returned unharmed to the 


water from which they were caught. Trout


may be retained in accordance with the 


appropriate byelaws governing size limit 


& numbers taken.

31.
The retaining of fish in keepnets should be 


avoided whenever possible. When used, 


keepnets & landing nets must be accordance 


with the appropriate byelaws (rule 32).

32.
All members fishing for pike & /or large carp 


in Society’s waters must have both an 


unhooking mat & an appropriate sized 


landing net with them.

33.
The use of lead leger weights below two 


ounces & lead shot in the size range SSG


(Swan shot) down to  No. 6 inclusive are


prohibited on all Society’s waters &


members must use substitutes for this range 


at all times.

34.
Baiting with live bait is prohibited on all the 


Society’s waters.

35.
Boilies & all types of nuts are prohibited on 


Society’s waters.

36.
Members may not fish with any more than 


two rods at any time. Both rods must be


fished in the same swim & must not be left 


unattended.

37.
Night fishing is prohibited at L. Rowfant lakes.


Two official all-night competitions per season.

38.
Litter: All litter, waste line & other refuse 


must be taken home.

39.
Each member is expected to maintain the swim


(& surrounding banks) shown on the front of 


his/her rule book.

40.
NO boating or bathing.
41.
NO fires (except on organised working parties


for maintenance purposes).

42.
NO radios (including personal radios) or 


musical instruments to be played at the 


Society’s waters.

43.
Any type of bait or groundbait that is left 


over at the end of fishing session must 


not be disposed of in the water or left on 


the banks.

44.
All trophies (unless otherwise stated) shall


remain the property of the Society. Trophies


 must be returned to the Competition secretary


 by 1st March.

45.
HOOKS: All hooks must be barbless or 


whisker / microbarbed

46.
Trout & Sea trout: 

i]
the trout season is from 03 April to 31 May


inclusive.

ii]
the sea trout season is from 01 May to 31 


October inclusive

iii]
Members fishing for trout or sea trout during 


the coarse fish close season shall only use 


artificial fly or lure (spinning).

47.
Maximum length of stay: Members may


stay at a particular venue* for a maximum of 


24 consecutive hours after which time they 


must remove their tackle & leave that venue  


& car park & may not return until a further 


24-hour period has elapsed. Camping & the 


lighting of fires is prohibited.


*L.Rowfant excepted (see rule 37).

48. 
All pre-baiting with ground bait or pellets is not

     permitted between 1st November and 14th March

 
for the two seasons 2006 – 07 and 2007 - 08

COMPETITION RULES

1.
ALL competitions to be fished ALL IN. Pike 


competitions specified.

2.
Draw for swims or walk-off will be as per 


fixture list.

3.
ALL NIGHT competitions will commence on


Saturday at 6 pm till Sunday at 8 am unless


Otherwise stated

4.
Two rods permitted one hook to each or one 


rod with two hooks.

5.  Optional pools may be run & the pay-out 


decided on the day of the competition. Pools


monies to be paid before the start of the 


Competition. Late comers must report to the


 Match organiser before commencing to fish.

6.
On competition dates members are reminded


that match venues noted on the Fixture list


will be closed to all but competition anglers.

7.
Members wishing to enter competitions must


notify the Competition secretary (or Assistant


competition secretary) not later than 12 noon


on Saturday prior to the match. No other 


entrants will be considered.

8.
Unless otherwise stated in these rules, 


competitions will be fished to NFA rules.

.

9.
Members must fish the number swim they 


draw or forfeit their rights & entrance fees

10.
All senior members other than invalids & OAP 


must land their own fish in all competitions.

11.
On roving competitions only one swim may be


 fished.

12.
Members or anyone accompanying are 


requested to refrain from walking about 


during competitions this could lead to 


disqualification.

13. 
Members wishing to lodge a protest must do


 so at the time of the weigh-in & confirn the 


same in writing within four days.

14.
Weigh-in. All fish must be handed in at the time 


stated on the day or they will be disqualified.

15.
The committee will award all prizes in Society 


 competitions (except those specifically given)


(at the end of the season.

16.
The steward may ban any swim if hen thinks it


 has been previously baited, raked or is unfit


for fishing.

17.
Any competitor failing to observe these rules


 shall be liable to disqualification with loss 


of entry fee, pool money & any points due


 at that match.

18.
Any eventuality not covered in these rules will 


be referred to the Committee whose decision

 
will be final. 

19.
a] In the event of a scheduled competition


venue being unfishable the competition may 


be switched to an alternative venue, provided


such alternative venue was not competition


fished the previous weekend & is not 


scheduled for a competition the immediate


following weekend. June to September only.


b] Where such an alternative venue is used


members participating in the competition

 
must not occupy swims prior to 8.00 am.


c] Further, such alternative venue shall be 


open to any other member not participating


in the competition.
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for maintenance purposes).

42.
NO radios (including personal radios) or 


musical instruments to be played at the 


Society’s waters.

43.
Any type of bait or groundbait that is left 


over at the end of fishing session must 


not be disposed of in the water or left on 


the banks.

44.
All trophies (unless otherwise stated) shall


remain the property of the Society. Trophies


 must be returned to the Competition secretary


 by 1st March.

45.
HOOKS: All hooks must be barbless or 


whisker / microbarbed

46.
Trout & Sea trout: 

i]
the trout season is from 03 April to 31 May


inclusive.

ii]
the sea trout season is from 01 May to 31 


October inclusive

iii]
Members fishing for trout or sea trout during 


the coarse fish close season shall only use 


artificial fly or lure (spinning).

47.
Maximum length of stay: Members may


stay at a particular venue* for a maximum of 


24 consecutive hours after which time they 


must remove their tackle & leave that venue  


& car park & may not return until a further 
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